Biography Assignment from the History of Science


Please submit a short biography of an important figure in the history of science.   This is definitely not intended to be a term paper.  I would expect you to spend three or four hours of research and reading, as well as writing.  The assignment is worth 50 points.  Be prepared to share something you learned about the person you researched with the class.  You may choose your own famous scientist, or you may choose from the list below.


I am looking for a sketch of what makes this person interesting to you.  What motivated them?  What was their background?  What was their personal or family life like?  Did their religious or political beliefs affect their career as scientists?  A list of their scientific discoveries is OK, but that is not the chief point of the paper.  I want you to gain insight into this scientist as a person.  The paper should be about three to four pages typed, but length is not the primary concern.


A list of resources is required.  Internet sources are fine for this paper.

Possible scientists would include

Robert Boyle




Richard Feynmann

Antoine LaVoissierre



William Smith

Louis Pasteur




William Gilbert

Marie Curie




Charles Lyell

Michael Faraday



Edmond Halley

William Harvey



Benjamin Thompson (Count Rumford)

Carl Linaeus




Alfred Wallace

Niels Bohr




Louis Agassiz

Max Planck




Christiaan Huygens
Robert Hooke




Neils Bohr

Thomas Young



Linus Pauling

Francis Collins



Henrietta Leavitt

Stephen Hawking



Edwin Hubble

Cavendish




Georges LeMaitre

John Dalton




George Gamow

Joseph Priestley

Gregor Mendel



Do not do:

James Hutton




Galileo, Newton, Copernicus, 

Lord Kelvin




Kepler, Darwin or Einstein

Nikolai Tessla

Jacob Bernoulli

Andre-Marie Ampere

Alfred Nobel

